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Bone metastasis is a common
manifestation of many advanced
malignancies, including prostate cancer. In
fact, it is seen in almost all patients with
advanced prostate cancer and very often
dominates the clinic presentation. Besides
being one of the major reasons for prostate
cancer-related pain, bone metastases might
result in complications such as pathological
fractures, spinal cord compression and
hypercalcemia.

The treatment of bone metastases
involves various medical specialties, and
includes radiation, chemotherapy,
bisphosphonate administration, and
surgical interventions, as well as
vertebroplasties, either applied sequentially
or concurrently depending on each
patient’s individual situation. Various
targeted therapies are likely to emerge as
novel treatment options in the not-so-far
future.

The Bone Metastases Clinic is an
integral part of the Rapid Response
Radiotherapy Program at the Odette Cancer
Centre since 1999. The year 2006 marks the
beginning of a prostate cancer-focused
initiative within the Bone Metastases Clinic.
The mission of the Prostate Bone
Metastases Clinic is to provide
multidisciplinary state-of-the-art care for
patients with metastatic prostate cancer to
bone and to rapidly integrate novel,
emerging therapies. Furthermore, research
activities involve the study of quality-of-life
aspects, the use of biomarkers of bone

metabolism to guide treatment and the
testing of strategies to optimize the timing
of combined treatment modalities.

Clinic organization
• The Prostate Bone Metastases Clinic

takes place twice a month on Friday
mornings

• The patient will be seen by a team of
radiation and medical oncologists,
orthopedic surgeons, interventional
radiologists and palliative care
physicians as indicated. Primary care
nurses and research assistants complete
the medical team.

Who can be referred?
• Patients with hormone-sensitive or

castration-refractory prostate cancer and
(a)symptomatic bone metastases

• Patients requiring palliative radiation
therapy to bone

• Patients with metastases at risk for
pathological fractures or spinal cord
compression

• Patients with neurological deficits
resulting from spinal cord compression
and/or pathological fractures that need
urgent therapy should NOT be referred to
the Prostate Bone Metastases Clinic but to
the on-call physicians at (416) 480-4244

What can referring
physicians expect?
• Patients will usually be seen within two

weeks’ time

• During the visit, a diagnostic and
therapeutic plan is defined and will be
communicated to all involved
physicians

• As a general rule, the patient will return
to the referring physician for further care

• If indicated, further care can be provided
in the Prostate Cancer Clinic (e.g., for
chemotherapy) and Palliative Care Clinic
at the Odette Cancer Centre. Study
patients might be asked to return for
extra visits.

What can patients expect?
• The possible need for further diagnostic

tests and the available treatment options
will be discussed

• If indicated, the pain medication is
modified

• If radiation therapy is suggested, the
treatment is often performed/started the
very same day

• Systemic therapies and other
interventions take place as soon as
possible

• Patients might be asked to participate in
clinical trials, including trials of novel
agents

Referral process
• Call new patient referrals at

(416) 480-4205 and ask for the Prostate
Bone Metastases Clinic

• Fax a copy of the Referral Form (see at
the back of this insert) to (416) 480-6179
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